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The old South Bogton Aquarium stands

in a Sahara of snow now. Its broken windows are boarded.
The bronze weathervane cod has lost half Its scales.
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Two months after marching through Boston,

half the regiment was dead;

at the dedication

William James™ could aimost hear the bronze Negroes breathe.

Thelr monument sticks llke a filshbone
In the clty’s throat

Its colonel is as lean

as a compass- needle.

He has an angry wrenlike vigllancs,
a greyhound's gentle tautness

he seems to wince at pleasure,
and auffocate for privacy.

He Is out of bounds now. He rejolces In man's lovely,
pecullar power to choose Iife and dle -

when he leads his black soldiers to death,

he cannot bend his back.

On a thousand small town New England greens,

the old white churches hold thelr alr

of aparse, sincera rebelllon; frayed flags

quilt the graveyards of the Grand Army of the Repubilic.

The stone statues of the abstract Union Soldier
grow slimmer and younger each year _

wasp- walsted, they doze over musksts

and muse through their sidebumns...
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Shaw's father wanted no monument
axcept the diteh,

where his son's body was thrown
and lost with his aniggers.»

The ditch is nearer.

The alry tanks are dry.

Onces my nose crawled like a anall on the glass;

my hand tingled

to burst the bubbles

drifting from the noses of the cowed, compllant fish.

My hand draws back. | often sigh stlll

for the dark downward and vagetating kingdom
of the fish and reptile. One morning last March,

| pressed against the new barbed and galvanized

fence on the Boston Comman. Behind thelr cage,
yellow dinosaur steamshovels were grunting

as they eropped up tons of mush and grass

to gouge their underworld garage.

Parking spaces luxuriate like civic

sandplles In the heart of Boston.

A girdle of orange, Puritan- pumpkin colored girders
braces the tingling Statehouse,

shaking over the excavations, as It faces colonel Shaw
and his bell- cheeked Negro Infantry
on St Gaudens™ shaking Clvil War rellef,

propped by a plank splint agalnst the garage’s earthquake.
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Scaling amall rocks, exhaling smog,
gasping at game- scents llke a dog,
now light as pollen, now as white
and winded as grounded kite _
| watched the lovers occupy
every Inch of earth and sky:
ona figura of gaometry,
multiplied to infinity,
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There are no atatues for the last war here;

on Boylston Street, a commercial photograph
shows Hiroahima bolling

over a Mosler Safe, the «Rock of Ages»
that survived the blast. Space Is nearer.
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When | crouch to my television set,
the drained facas of Negro school- children rige liks balloons.
Colonel Shaw
Is riding on his bubble,

he walts
for the blassad break.

The Aquarium Is gone. Everywhere,
glant flnned cars nose forward llke flsh;
a savage servliity

glides by on grease.
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straps down, and sunning openly...
each precious, public, public tangle
an equilateral triangle,

lost In the park, half covered by

the shade of some low stone or tree.
The staln of fear and poverty

spread through each trapped anatomy,
and darkened every mote of dust

All mshed to leave this dying crust,

bome on the dellcate wings of lust
like bees, and cast thelr fertlle drop
into the overwhsiming cup.
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Augustus Saint-Gaudens's Robert Gould 8haw Memorial
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shadows had stained the afternoon;

high in an elm, a anagged balloon

wooed the attraction of the moon.

Scurrying from the mouth of night,

a single, fluttery, paper kite

grazed Cleopatra’s Needle, and salled

where the light of the sun had falled.
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Drugged and humbled by the smell
of zoo- straw mixed with animal,
the llon prowled his slummy cell,
serving his Iife- term In Jall _
glaring, grinding, on his heel,
with tingling step and testicle...
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Behind a dripping rock, | found

a one- day kitten on the ground _

daprivad, weak, Ignorant and blind,

squeaking, tubular, left behind _

dying with its deserter's rich

Welfare lying out of reach:

milk cartons, kidney heaped to apoll,

two plates sheathed with sliver foll.
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Then night, the night - Oh Jungle hour,

the rich In his slit - windowed tower...

Oh pharaohs starving In your foxholes,

with painted banquets on the walls,

fists knotted in your captives™ hair,

tyrants with Iittle food to spare _

all your embalming left you mortal,

glazed, black, and hideously etemal,

all your plunder and gold leaf

only served {o draw the thief...
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We bag delinquents for our Iifa.

Behind each bush, perhaps a knife;

each landscaped crag, aach flowering

shrub,
hides a policeman with a club.
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